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There thus existed a danger that he would develop these and
other connections with illegal supporters of Hider in Austria,
and work wholeheartedly for National Socialism.
The Austrian Government, therefore, pondered a long
time before they gave their consent to the appointment of
Papen. They only decided on this step because Mussolini,
who immediately on the first indications of an attempted
putsch in Austria had marched his troops up to the Brenner
Pass in defence of Austrian independence, had given his
assurances that he would defend Austria not only against
Papen's intrigues, but also against Hitler's aspirations.
It was not until the 7th August that the Austrian Govern-
ment ratified his appointment.
On this occasion the Manchester Guardian wrote that
Schuschnigg's hesitation was only too understandable. For
6 as ex-Commissioner for the Saar, Papen failed to make his
colleagues or subordinates pay attention to the feelings of
that Catholic population. A signatory of the Reich's Con-
cordat with the Vatican, he has failed to get his promises
observed or ratified, and it has been reported that he has
been rejected as the German Envoy to the Holy See.3
Hindenburgs Last Letter
The only thing that led the Austrian Government to
believe that Papen would not work wholeheartedly for Hitler
was a.letter which his old friend, President von Hindenburg,
had written to Papen a few days before his death in connec-
tion with the new post. On the 2nd August 1934 the old
Field-Marshal General died; he was eighty-six years old.
But three days before his death he had addressed the follow-
ing letter to Herr von Papen.
If I am now appointing you to Vienna as diplomatic
representative of the Reich, I am doing this in the firm
hope that you will succeed in restoring normal and cordial
relations with the kindred Austrian people. My best
wishes accompany you for the accomplishment of this
responsible task.
VON HINDENBURG,